
The Madison County Plan Commission recently com-

pleted the first phase of updating the County’s Compre-

hensive Plan.  The Commission met four (4) times be-

tween March and August to discuss planning and devel-

opment issues in unincorporated areas of the County.  

At the meetings, the planning team presented infor-

mation covering demographics, new subdivision devel-

opments, single family home construction, existing 

neighborhoods, and commercial activity in rural areas.  

The Commission also learned about and discussed 

growth issues including drainage and stormwater man-

agement, private sewer systems, road maintenance, 

and generally the physical impacts of unincorporated 

development.   

One of the Comprehensive Plan’s primary focuses will 

be the relationship between municipal growth and un-

incorporated growth.  Over the summer, the planning 

team held a meeting with municipal representatives to 

present findings and receive initial input on the plan-

ning process.  As shown in the map to the right, a large 

amount of new homes over the last 15 years were built 

outside the 1 1/2 mile municipal growth area.  In addi-

tion, as shown in the chart to the right, the County’s 

share of new home permits has increased over the last 

5 years.  The central message stated by municipal repre-

sentatives is that the County should work to no longer 

compete with the municipalities and take steps to en-

courage development within municipal growth areas. 

Over the last few months, the planning team worked 

with the Plan Commission to develop a scope of work 

for the second phase of the plan.  This phase includes a 

market analysis of future growth, working with munici-

palities to incorporate their long-range planning objec-

tives into the plan, public engagement and outreach, 

and developing a draft of the plan.  By the end of next 

year, the planning team will work on finalizing the plan 

and enter into the adoption phase of the planning 

effort.  

The Plan Commission will meet in November to review 

proposals from planning consultants to complete the 

second phase of the plan.  They will make a recommen-

dation to the P&D Committee and Finance Committee 

to hire a consultant in December after the FY17 budget 

has taken effect.   
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Stormwater Management 

Customer Service 

Madison County Hosts Stormwater Open Houses for American Bottoms Watershed 

Two Open Houses were held for the American Bottoms 

Watershed Plan on September 28th in Pontoon Beach and 

the following evening in Granite City. The purpose of the 

open houses is to inform individuals about the watershed 

plan and the planning process, to gather information from 

residents and business owners that live and/or work with-

in the watershed area about flooding and water quality 

issues, and to encourage participation in the development 

of the plan. Several dozen people from the watershed 

area attended the open houses.  They provided insights 

on flooding, drainage, and overall stormwater manage-

ments issues. In a few months a resident survey will be 

sent out to receive more input and further understand 

local stormwater issues.  Once all public comment is col-

lected, the planning team will identify ways to address 

their issues through several recommendations in the plan. 

The P&D cus-

tomer service 

staff received a 

total of  866 

phone calls in  

September. 

Phone calls primarily involve building and zoning 

questions, complaints and violations, or  a number 

of the department’s programs. In addition to phone 

calls, 258 people visited the counter this month .  

The department has received 8,227 phone calls so 

far this year. On average, we receive around 12,000 

phone calls a year or 1,000 per month.   The total 

year-to-date for walk-in customers is 2,762. On av-

erage customer service will see 3,400 will visit the 

counter in a year which is around 280 per month. 

  866 
phone calls received in 

September 

41% 
Increase in High 

Weeds violations with-

in unincorporated 

Madison County 

There has been 117 high grass violations this year, which 

is a forty-one (41%) percent increase compared to this 

time last year. The likely cause of the increase  is the 

heavy rain events we experienced this year. Once a prop-

erty owner receives a property maintenance violation, 

they have 30 days to address the issue.  Most property 

owners will abate the violation right away, but a few dis-

regard the notice and are called into adjudication. Of the 

117 high weed violations, 107 were abated within the 

initial 30-day time period.  The 10 remaining property 

owners were given an order to abate and pay a fine. 



On Saturday, September 24th, Madison County teachers kicked-off the 

school year at the Green Schools Resource Fair, held at SIUE. The Green 

Schools Program, part of Madison County’s Planning and Development 

Department, collaborates with public and parochial schools across the 

county to assist them in achieving their sustainability goals. Currently, over 

130 schools county-wide participate in Green Schools programming. Each 

year, partnering schools have the opportunity to apply for county-

sponsored grants to further their eco-friendly efforts.   

Green Schools teachers marked the start of the year with at the annual 

Resource Fair, where they were provided with program updates, helpful 

teaching materials, networking opportunities, and access to local vendors 

and exhibitors whose organizations relate to environmental education and 

sustainability. Participating organizations included Tower Garden, Madison 

County Trails, US Green Building Council, Senior Services Plus, Upcycled 

Treasure Box, National Great Rivers Museum, St. Louis Zoo, University of 

Illinois Extension/Ag in the Classroom, Treehouse Wildlife Center, and 

Shoeman Water Project. Teachers took advantage of the opportunity to 

learn more about how each organization’s services can be used in the 

classroom to enrich student learning. The keynote speaker of this year’s 

fair was Sylvester Brown, co-founder and executive director of Sweet Pota-

to Project, a St. Louis-based non-profit organization. The Green Schools 

Resource Fair was organized by Madison County Green Schools Coordina-

tor Eve Drueke and Sustainability Coordinator Kim Petzing, with the assis-

tance of Planning and Development intern Noelle Maxey. The Resource 

Fair marked an exciting start to this year’s programming, which will culmi-

nate in a springtime Earth Flag ceremony and recognition by the Madison 

County Board.  

Green Schools 

Madison County Green Schools Program Kicks Off 2016 Resource Fair  

Crayons are made of paraffin which is a petrole-

um product that will  never decompose or bio-

degrade in landfills. Madison County Schools 

have never had a way to make use of leftover, 

broke, or wore down crayons. Now, Madison 

County Green Schools coordinator, Eve Drueke, 

has taken the initiative to keep crayons out of 

the landfill by reusing them. Two partnering 

schools, Hamel Elementary and Gilson Brown 

Elementary will now be saving leftover crayons 

which will be collected by Madison County and 

melted into new easy-to-grip crayons by volun-

teers by the Edwardsville Rotary Club. These 

new crayons will be distributed to Pre-K stu-

dents whose family demonstrate a financial 

need. What a great way to reuse and recycle!  

DID YOU KNOW? 
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Sustainability & Recycling 

Sustainability Staff Meets with Holiday Shores & SIUE  
Kim Petzing and Eve Drueke, who are part of the P&D Depart-
ment’s sustainability team, recently met with the Holiday Shores 
Garden Club, the SIUE Environmental Science Department,  and 
the SIUE School of Business.  Kim spoke to Holiday Shores Garden 
Club regarding the County’s sustainability & recycling programs. 
She discussed the history of the program and the current services 
that the program offers as well as what can be recycled and how 
long waste lasts in the landfill. Kim talked to SIUE Environmental 
Studies students about careers in the environmental sciences.  She 
spoke her role as the County’s Sustainability Coordinator and sus-
tainable practices she uses day-to-day in her position.  Eve Drueke 
spoke to business students on how to incorporate sustainability 
practices within businesses.  
 
The P&D Department is developing a work plan to provide public 
outreach and engagement for all of the department’s programs.  
By providing more information to residents and educating them on 
a wide-range of planning and sustainability issues, they will be 
better equipped to address issues within their owner neighbor-
hoods and take part in land use processes.  


